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| | bo FT TYHE following Paper contains the Reſult 
fs of a certatmn Perſons Thoughts ,  ſome- 
time fince, when he, being cut off from the 

uſual means of conſulting with others, could 
only enter into a Conſultation with himſelf, 


. for reſolving his own Conſcience. 


Ir is no mans ſin ſmph to doubt, but it is 
every mans buſineſs to endeavor his own Sa- 
tisfaction : and 'tis ſome mens Duty to ſatis- 


fie others beſides themſelves. 
Of this number, becauſe the «Author took: 


ro 7 bimſelf to be, he communicated theſe his 
Thoughts to ſuch for whom he was concern'd:. 
and "tis at their Promotion if they now go further. 


In hi Arguing he choſe for Satisf aftion.to pro- 
| ceed rather on Foundations of Divinity, than Po- 
| licy and Law : httle meddling with thoſe Grounds,, 
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on which, fmce the Writing hereof, he finds abler 
Heads mot to build. He ts very content to leave 
each Man to his own Province, and only defires he 
may not be cenſured, as too ignorant, for keeping ſo 
cloſe within what he apprehends to be his. It is 
indeed herein he finds moſt ſolid Content, Reſolution 
and Repoſe of Mind, 


God make all of us S, incere, Humble, Satufied, 
and if not Unanimous, yet at leaſt Peaceable and 


Quet. 


SE 


THE 


CG A S E 


OF THE 


IRISH PROTESTANTS: 


In Relation to Rs cooGnis1ING 


King WiLttiam and Queen Max y, 
STATED and RESOLVED. 


I. OR thedue Stating, and ſo more fatisfaftory Reſolv- 
ing this our Caſe, it will be neceſſary to conſider in 
the beginning, what Recognition of theſe Princes , or 
of their Sovereignty, is cither expreſly, or by conſe- 
quence, required of us; and then what Barrs there lie 

in Conſcience, to our making ſuch Recognition. 


II, THEAE can be no doubt, but it is intended, that we 
ſhould receive and ſubmit to King W:l/iam and Queen Mary, 
as perfealy and intirely, as ever by Law we ſubmitted to, or 
owned any of our late Sovereigns. And I muſt add, we Pro- 
teſtants, eſpecially in 7reland, have all the Reaſon in the World, 
even from our own /xtereſi to do it, with more Zeal, and Paſſes 

B rhan 


ns bad £ 2 REASEDERID eat. bat EUR IPA Se Heya Cr DEI II I eng mn > n= 
Cs - 334.45 : 
> 
P 


2 The Caſe of the Iriſh Proteſtants m relation to 


than we did toeither of their immediate Predeceſſors. But all the 
Recognition, which, as far as yet to me appears, is expreſly requz- 
red trom any, is, _ to take an Oath of Fidelity to them, and 
to pray for them as King and Queen, and perhaps as our Deliver- 
ers from Oppreſſion. Now that Oath, as I am informed, is pen 'd 
in a ſhorter, eafier, and milder Form, than any of our Oaths of 
Allegiance in the Reigns of our former Kings. Thus ir is ſaid 
to run: of 


I do ſwear to bear Faith and true Allegiance to King 
William and Queen Mary. 

The.very pennzng of this Oath ſhews the 7Tenderneſs, Modera- 
tion and Temper of theſe great Princes. For there is orhin 
therein Dogmatical, (it I may uſe that Term ) of which Nature 
was the greater part, and moſt of the Paragraphs of the former 
Oath, bur only a Sacred Promiſe of ( what is ncedful ) Farth and 
true Allegiance. Which tho ( I ſay ) it be moſt certainly intended, 
it ſhould be firm and plenary, (andaccording to the: Intention of 
the Impoſer muſt every Oath be underſtood by them that take ir, 
elſe there is Fallacy and Equivocation therein ) yet as to each 
Man's ſecret Sentiments there is by theſe indefinite Terms much 
left to the Fudgment and Conſcience of every individual Subject, 
what the particulars of that Faith and true Allegiance are. A 
Temper not obſerved in the penning the former Qaths of Alle. 
Siance or Supremacy. 


HE THE Barrs in Conſcience, which any I think can pretend 
to againſt ſuch Recognition are, Oaths formerly taken, and a Re- 
cognition made of Fames IE. who is yet alive; and the Bond with 
which Holy Scriptures tie all Oaths upon our Conſciences and 
Pratice, yea, tho ſomewhat unadviſedly and prejudicially made, 
even toour own Hurt aud Damage. The Oaths, I think, which 
can ſtick upon any are chiefly Two, The Oath of Allegiance, and 
of Jupremacy. Yer there is alſo, if I miſtake not beſides theſe, 
what ſome called the Shore Oarh, [ Not to take up Arms a- 
gainft the King oz any Commiſſioned by him, ] :»po/c4 
va the Members.ot moſt Corporations in this Kingdom, as I _ 
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Recognifſmg King William and Queen Mary. ; 
been informed, of late days. However, there is a Declaration 
in theſe Words, ſubſcribed and publickly read, or recogniſed, 7: 
Sacri, by all the Conforming Clergy of the three Kingdoms, in ſo 
ſolemn a manner, that it was even upon them equivalent to a 
moſt ſolemn Oath. The Recognition is that made in the late 
(pretended) Iriſh Parliament ( May 7. 168g, ) and paſt in form of 
an AQ, penned, I confels, with all the Weight and Emphaſis, 
which, I chink, either proper or improper Language could pur 
into it, Now that the Reſolutions of all Doubts ariſing from 
any of theſe, may be as diſtin, as the Brevity deſigned, will. 
permit, we will conſider each ſeverally. And it inthe end itap- 
pear , that in our preſent Circumſtances there lies no Obligation 
upon us, to Jour II. from any of theſe Ties, then we may 
with ſafe Conſcience perform what is required. 


IV. AND firſt, for the Oath of Allegiance. This Oath was 
lawful and wholeſome enough, and 7» former Reigus, even to 
Proteſtants peſſible to be kept ;and alſo Obligatory. But there are 
three things which wholly take off our being obliged by it to King 
Fames. Firſt, he the ſaid King James Il. has made it to us n- 
lawful. Secondly, God and King James have made ir at preſent 
impoſſible. Thirdly, we #n Ireland are formally releaſed from it, 
perhaps by Law ; Iam ſure in Reaſon and Equity. Now if any one 
of theſe three be true, the Obligation thereof to King James is 
diſcharged: much more, it all. | 


V. FikrsT,I ſay, King James Il. has'made it tous who are Pro- 
teltants, «»lawful to pay him ſuch Allegiance, as was due to his 


'*- Predeceflors, and would have been due to him, by virtue of that 


Oath, had he trod in his Predeceſlors Steps. His Predeceſlors, 
ſince the framing this Form of Oath, went not about to ſubje# 
the Imperial Crown and Dignity of the three Kingdoms ( as Xing 
Fames has done, eſpecially that of Ireland, with a Witneſs) to 
the Power of any Foreign Prince or Potentate, no not of the 
Pope himſelf. Which for a Subje& ro do ( for of Princes we 
will not ſpeak ) is unlawful, and "4 reaſon by our Laws, We can- 
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not therefore with all our might afſiſt and defend ſuch a King, 
which yet in the Oath of Allegiance we ſeem to have ſworn to 
do, becauſe by this aſſiſtance we are guilty of contributing to 
the higheſt Breach of our Laws; we commit Treaſon againſt the 
Crown: And there being no Acceſſories in Treaſon, I will not 
ſay in what danger we ſhould be in a Proteſtant Succeſſors Reign. 
But there is more yet jn the Caſe. Ir is unlawful by the Law 
of God, for a Proteſtant People to al- 


* The proof of theſe Particulars by * 


ſome Hiſtorical Inſtances, in the 
Treatment which the poor Iriſþ 
Proteſtants found from thoſe in 
Power under the late King, would 
caſt ſuch Odium on more per- 
haps than were guilty, that I can- 
not perſuade my ſelf to ſet it down : 
and poſſibly it is ſo notorius, that I 


{iſt and defend inthe Exerciſe and Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Regal Power ſuch a King as 
Fames Il. has made and carried himlelf: 
for they could not thereby but mani- 
feſtly contribute,and put their Hands, 
not only to the deſtroying their own,but 
their Proteſtant Fellow- Subjefts Eſtates, 


need not. Enough has fallen from 
my Pen in tle Sequel, through a 
kind of Impotency, or too tender 
Senſe of what I haveſeen, 


Liberties and Lives,and what is more, 
their Common Religzon too. * If it 
be ſaid, the Xing promiſed to maintain 
us in the Profeſſion of our Religion, and Poſſeſſion of our Eſtates, 
Liberties, &c. He did indeed to promiſe, and I believe, of him- 
{elf at firſt intended ir : But he had put the Power of all into ſuch 
Mens hands, thar he could not perform: what he” had promiſed. 
Were not our - Rights, our Lands, our Goods, and our Churches 
themſelves taken from us, contrary, not only to his Promiſes, but 
Proclamations? And which of any of theſe (eſpecially our 
Churches) tho upon his expreſs Command, under his Hand and 
Seal, was ever reſtored? What can be expected from him, who # 
firſt ;capacitates himſelf to perform, and then makes fair Promi- 
ſes £ Didnot the Iriſh A of Attainder debar the King of his Pre- 
rogative to pardon thoſe which it. made Criminals and Traitors 
(contrary to the Law of Nature, that common Teſt of Equity, fo 
much appealed to by ſome in the late 7r;/þ Houſe of Lords, ) for 
flying merely to preſerve their Lives, or ſecuring themſelves from : 
Triſh Mercy, thatis, from =— what I will not ſay. Norwill I + 
inſiſt upon, what I might add and aggravate: By the Conſtitu- 
tion and Laws of the Religion he profeſſes, he either had ſworn ro _ 
| deſtroy 
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deſtroy ( or ought to have ſworn to deſtroy ) both us ard our Re- 
ligion. And when Men firſt ſwear to doa thing, and then promiſe 
not to do it, and capacitate themſelves to perform their Oaths, but 
zncapacitate themſelves to perform their Promiſes, which can be cx- 
pected ſhould take place, the Promiſe, or the Oath 2 I may fafely 
avow in behalf of the Proteſtants of the three Kingdoms, there 
is not a conſcientious Man amongſt us, would ever have with- 
drawn fcom King James even our Aftive Obedience, could we 
have ſecured our Religion and good Conſcience by a&ive Adheſion 
to him. I will add aiſo, becauſe in my Conſcience I believe it; 
had not the ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion, more forcibly moved 
the Prince of Orange, than the Ambition of a Throne, he would 
never have attempred fo ſpeedy a Succeſſion. In a Word, we did 
obey as far as God's Command goes; Gods Command is with 
Limitation. OZey in the Lord; we did ſo. We did obey as 
long, and as far, as was lawful, and that is as far as any 
Oath can bind us, for to an unlawful A& no Oath can bind. He- 
rod's Oath did not bind him to cut off S. John Baptiſ”'s Head; 
nor can our Oaths oblige us to be Affiſtants, and aiding to the 
cutting off the Heads of innocent Proteſtant Peers, or hanging 
up ſuch Commons; and to the difarming, and putting out of Power, 
all Proteſtants, and arming and advancing all Papiſts, and ſo de- 
{troying our ſelves, Neighbors and Religion. This is unlawful by. 


the Law of God. 


VI. I might here, inſtead of ſaying King James has made the Al- 
legiance due to him by this Oath a#lauful for Proteſtants to pay, 
have faid ( perhaps with more Propriety of Speech ) he has made 
the Oath as to him woid and null. For all his Subje&ts, who took it, . 
were ſuppoſed by Law to ſwear to a Legal King, that is, to a 
King who would govern according to Law, and protect his Suk-- 
jets and their Rights, as by his Oath and Law bound. Such a: 
King the Oach was defign'd to: and aCtually to ſuch a King we . 
ſwore Allegiance. But ſuch, Xing James did not plcaſe to be. 
Wherefore by this Oath no Allegiance is due to him. But I: 
thought, this #0770» might ſeem to ſome more ſ«#:/e, and the 
proof of it might, as above ſuggeſted, haye been more od7ous than: 
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the other, Each comes much to the ſame final iſſue : for accord- 
ing to cither the Obligation ceaſeth, as concluded ; and the Rea- 
der may take in his Candor which he pleaſes. To proceed then. 


VII. GoD has made it tous rhe 7rifþ Proteſtants, here art leaſt, 
morally impoſſible to perform to King James the Duty which in 
the Oath of Allegiance we ſwore: Therefore rhe Obligation of 
thar Oath ccaſeth as to him, or which is the ſame, we are not 
bound to him by that Oath. I doubt not but that our Adverſa- 
Ties will ſay, defending the Perſon and Poſſeſſion of a King by force 
of Arms, to be a point of Allegiance. I ſay we are here by God's 
Providence unable to defend King Fames by Arms in the Poſleſli- 
on of the Crown, Not to mention, that it is not long ſince our 
Roman Cartholick Adverſaries, by King James's Orders (as they 
ſaid ) took away our Arms from us ; (and ſurely we are not per. 
jur'd for not being in Arms for a King, who would not ſuffer us 
to bear Arms) God has now put us under the Power of the Se. 
cond William the Conqueror, whom I muſt affirm ( beſides his be- 
ing, more ways than one, otherwiſe juſtly intitle'd ) to have a 
Right to our Allegiance by Conqueſt ; that which gave the King of 
Eng/and the firſt (and ſtill avowed ) Title to /re/and. I do averr 
us in Ireland conquered, and with my Heart bleſs God for it. For 
beſides our being thereby delivered ( intirely and finally I hope ) 

from Popery, we are delivered alfo, if we attend thereto, from 
all Scruple, which would ſtick in us touching the Will of God as 
ro our SubjeCtion to our new King: For we cannot doubt bur 
thar we ought to be ſubjet to them, whom God has ſet over us. And 
when by his Providence, he ſo plainly puls down one, and: ſets up 
another, we cannot doubt, who it is whom he has ſet over us. 
Tf ſtill any will doubt, I demand of them, what ſhould a van- 
quiſh'd Multirude, what ſhould Men, Women and Children, 
brought under Subjection do ? Muſt they all dye Martyrs for the 
Title of a Prince, who would not preſerve their Rights by Law 
and Peace, and through the hand of God has not been able to 
defend his own or theirs by War 2 Do not the 1riſþ Roman Catho- 
i; dicks, who blame us moſt, daily make Conditions for themſelves, 
| | and 


Recogniſing King William and Queen Mary. 7 
and ſhall ir be unlawful for us to do the ſame? The great difte- 
rence berwixt them and us, as to our preſent Circumſtances, is, 
They were conquered with their Swords in their hands; We, as be- 
ing thezr Priſoners, perhaps they may think Slaves and Properties, 
as it has been too plain to us they would have uſed us. Burt this 
is in our favor : For it appears hereby, thoſe who were their Con- 
querors were our Deliverers ;, and if it be lawful in this caſe for 
the Iriſhroaccept of Terms, *cis our duty to be thankful ro God 
that there are thoſe now comz, who can give Terms both te: 
them and us. | 

This Plea ſufficiently juſtifies us 1ri/þ Proteſtants againſt any 

ſible Imputation to us from our Iriſh Adverſaries in this be- 

alf. And as to our Eng/1ſh Frirnds, we will ſuppoſe them more 
{:nſible of our Condition, than that before them we ought to- 
make Apologies, when in our Conſciences we want none. 

But asto the /ri/h, ler me tell them farther, no imaginary free- 
dom of theirs can now in Conſcience exempt them from this Sub- 
jeAtion. The People of the Fews, the Sced of Abraham, were ne- 
ver in bondage to any ( as free born a People certainly as Iriſh 
Men can be) yet when God pur them under the Yoke of Ne4u- 
chadnazzar, his command by the Prophet ( encouraged too by a 
bleſſing annext) is ſerve the King of Babylon and Live. The 
ſame which God ſpeaks now by the Voice of his Providence to: 
the Natives of this Kingdom, in as much as he has left nothing 
elſ: poſſible ro them : They mult therefore be ſubjet x27 ozly for 
Wrath,our Conſcience ſake, and for Men to ſwear to do what is their 
duty to do, cannot certainly be unlawful. 


VIE. FURTHE KR, not only God, but even King James I. 
has made it impoſſible to his Proteſtant Subje&ts to keep the Oath: 
of Allegiance to him. For that Oath cxpreſly ( as well as ano- 


ther ordinarily taken by many of us, ( I mean the Oath of Su-: 


premacy ) obliges all who have taken it, not only to defend to 
the uttermoſt of their power Hs Majeſties Perſon, Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, but both F7is aud Their Crown and. Dignity. Which Crown: 


and Digniry ſignifis ( as the Oath of Supremacy, and ſo the Law 
interprets: 
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interprets thoſe Terms ) all Furiſdifions, Preeminences and Au- 
thorities, granted or belonging to the Kings Highneſs, his Heirs 
or Succeſſors, or united and annexed to the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm, that is of England. The Crown of England faith our Law 
is mperial, and ſubje& to no Prince on Earth; bur only unto 
God: If therefore a Prince will ſabje his Crown, and ſo his Peo- 
ple, to a Foreign Power, and eſpecially to that Power, which has 
now theſe ſeveral Ages inceſſantly and indefatigably, by all means 
wichin irs Sphere, ſtudied and endeavor'd the Ruin of them, and 
che Extirpation of their Religion, / mean to the Pope of Rome, it 
becomes impoſſible for the Subjefts of ſuch a King, at once ( or toge- 


cher ) to the uttermoſt of their power to detend His Perſon, and . 


His Heirs and Succeſſors, His and Their Crown and Dignity. The 
Kingdom of England ( of which by Law and Preſcription /reland 
is a Branch and dependent) has ever been avowed, and to this 
day is, a Free Kingdom: But how Tributary and enſlaved it would 
become, by being again ſubje&ed to the Papacy, 1 liſt not co ag- 
gravate ; yet cannot but in ſhort take notice that the Heir, by 
the Subjetts defending and maintaining ſuch a King Poſleſſor, 1o- 
ſeth of his Power and Rights : and ſo doth the Crown of its Digni- 
ty, Preeminence and Authority, In ſuch caſe therefore a Man 
can no more keep this Oath, than he can reconcile Contraditions ; 
which even the Roman Catholick Divines ordinarily Teach, is not 
in the power of Omnipotence. And ſuch is the Caſe between 
James IT. and all the Proteſtants of theſe Three Kingdoms. 

Burt it was worſe with the Poor Iriſh Proteſtants, than with the 
reſt of the People of any of his Majeſties Dominions. We, though 


" molt of us Exgliſh-men, were not only ſubjected to Rowan Catho- 


licks, but to the moſt inveterate of them, 1riſh Roman Catholicks, 
(Enemies to us on other ſcores befides our Religion ) contrary to 
the expreſs Laws of both Kingdoms in this behalf, contrary to the 
manifeſt /xtereſt of the Heir, contrary to the Honor and Dignity of 


the Crown of England ; from whichas far as an AC of an 7r7/þ Par. 


lament could do the feat, this Kingdom of Ireland was by Sta- 
ture (ſolemnly paſt in that their Parliament above mentioned ) 
in effe& aCtually ſeparated and diſunited. The Crown of Exg- 
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land was hercby.go loſe the Kingdom of Jreland, a very confider- 
able Emolument certainly as well as Honor and Furiſdittiov. Thele 
things are notorious matter of Fact, and fo publickly manifeſt, 
that rhey cannot be denied. | 

I ſpeak not of being ſubjefted to a French Government , and 
Governors ; of our being enforced to ſupplicate many times for our 
Liberties and Lives, (I am ſure for the ſupports of our Lives, the 
eating the Bread, and wearing the poor Clothes, which of our 
own were left us; and ſome of us directly for our Lives, even in 
Cafes wherein we were Offenders againſt no Law of God or of 
Man, Military or Civil ) I ſpeak not 1 fay of our being neceſlica- 


.ted thus to ſupplicate to Governors of a Foreign Nation and Lan. 


guage, who could not underſtand us when addreſſing to them in 
our own Speech, and would not underſtand our Interpreters in 
theirs. I ſpeak not of Pads and Sales, ( of which great Evidence, 
as to this Kingdom of Jreland, or a great part of it, might be gi- 
ven) nor of other like or more odious things; as deſignedly avoid- 
ing all that might exaſperate ſome Men, or together immoderately 
aggravate others Guilt as well as our Oppreſſions. Bur it is here- 
by as clear as the Sun, that if there could be degrees in.natural 
Impoſlibilities, there lay the higheſt natural Impoſſibility on all 
( but eſpecially the /riſh) Proteſtants, in the Circumſtances they 
were in, to keep this Oath: and that not by any fault of their 
own; for they were caſt into this impoſlibility by the Prince, 
to whom, by that Oath, Allegiance was, or was to have been 
due. Now foraſmuch as no one can be bound to that which is 
impoſlible, of all Mens» the. [riſþ Proteſtants ſtand nor, by the 
Oath of Allegiance, bound to defend the Perſon of James IT. in 
his or their preſent Circumſtances. 


IX. IF it ſhould be ſaid by any, Theſe Pleas can only diſcharge 
Subjects of ſo much Alegiance as can be proved unlawful or impoſ- 
ſible, but they ſhall till ſtand 0b/;zzed ro what is lawful and poſ- 
ſible, I allow it for truth : and together Avow, that notwithſianding 
our Performance of whar either or both the fore-mentioned Branches 
of Recognition by the preſent King and -Queen required of us do 

C contain, 
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contain, We both may,and I doubt not all conſiderative conſcientious 
Perſons. within theſe Kingdoms Do, bear and pay al lawful parts, 
or Inſtances of Dxty to our late King. And principally what the 
Article of King John's Magna Charta in ſuch Caſe as this exadts: 
The Safety of the Perſons of the King and Queen, and 
of their Childzen, we look upon as molt celigioully inviolable. 
None of us would attempt, or conſent to any attempt, upon 


their Sacred Perſons. 
There is indeed a Child i» Controverfie, touching which it muſt 


atleaſt be confeſt what a moſt zealous and conſtant adherent of 
King Fames's (the ſame too if I miſtake not, more than once in 
great Power and Truſt under him) has not doubted ro pub- 
liſh co the World. © The buſineſs of the Prince of Wales has been 
« ſo carried, as if thoſe, whom ir moſt concerns that it ſhould 
« be true, had not had a mind it ſhould be believed, [_ or words 
to that effeR, ſor I have not the Paper by me : *cis intitled Eng. 
lands Crifis. } It is to mean ungrateful task to give ſuch Deſcant, 
or Illuſtration, to this ingenuous Acknowledgment, as the Caſe 
requires : but inſtead thereof I muſt be ſo faithful to my own 
ſenſe as to add, Thar the Perſons moſt concerned for the Legiti- 
macy of that Child, have now ſo farther managed the martcer, 
that I ſee not how its Legitimacy is poſſible ever to be made 
out to the Publick SatisfaFion of theſe Nations. Wherefore, in 
my Apprehenſion, it muſt remain a doubt rill the day ſhall come, 
char ſhall open all things. In the mean time, being there is the 
ſame Reaſon of things not in being, and of things ot apparent, no 
Man can forfeit his Allegiance, for not being fſollicitous for the 
preſervation of this Child : eſpecially now it is removed out 
of the Sphere of our Defence, as well as Knowledge. 

As to any other part of Allegiance imaginable, in the preſent 
Jun&ture, lawful or poſſible, ir would be conſidered in ſpecial 
what the Particulars are. Our Coxnſe/ would never be taken, 
and we have been deelared again and again not to be truſted ; 
yea and ( notwithſtanding the utmoſt fidelity of many of us ) 
reviled and treated as ſuch. As to our Prayers, what it is nor 


| lawful for us to endeavor, it is not lawful for us to pray for: Bur 
| it 
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it has been ſhewn King James has made it unlawſul for us to de- 
fend him in his Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of his Regal Power : And 
to bring him back thereto, as far as human Prudence (I think ) 
can ſee, were bur to bring our Religion and its Profeflors under 
the ſame Yoke, Opreſſions and danger of ExtinCtion, under which 
we ſo lately groaned: therefore this it is unlawful to pray for. 
As far as we may lawfully pray for him, we own we do: nor 
is it inconſiſtent with the Prayers required of us for King William 
and Queen Mary. Amongſt thoſe who Err and are Deceived, 
amongit Our Enemies, Perſecutors, and Slanderers, whom we be- 
ſeech God to have mercy on, toforgzve them and turn their Hearts, 
by way of Eminency, we _—_ compriſe our late King. In ſecrer 
x rhaps by name, we further pray, That God would take 
from him all Ignorance, hardneſs of Heart and contempr: of his 
Word, and to bring him home to Chriſt's Flock, that he may be 
ſaved amongſt the remnant of the true /raclites. Todo this for 
him by Name i» publick, would be looked upon as Afﬀront and 
publick Reproach : To do it in ſecret, as it is Prudent Charity, 
ſoitis a Ly we diſown not. Thus Samael mourned for Saul, 
even when Ged had rejefed him, and it repented the Lord that he 
had made him King, And beyond what I have thus openly and 
freely ſpecified, -I acknowledge I ſee not any part of Loyalty 
and Devotion left lawful or poſſible to us Iriſþ Proteſtants in be- 
half of King James II. except any would have added a ſ#b/ime 
degree of Civil Honor, (the ſaluting or ſerving him upon the Knee, 
or ſuch like) of which together with a Revenue ample enough to 
maintain a Court, I think there ought to be no diſpute; but none 
of theſe interfere with the Recognition required. 


X. Now to return from ObjeQions , and to proceed with 
what was above propounded. Laſtly, it is to be ſaid for 
the Proteſtants, who now are (at leaſt who all along theſe 
Troubles remained) in Ireland, they are as fully and direaly 
Releaſed from this Oath, at leaſt from that parr of Allegiance, 
Defending King James by force of Arms, as Reaſon, Equzty,, or 
even Expreſs Law can be = conceived to releaſe them, In 
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all Civil Orhas, if the Power impoſing the Oath, and to whom 
the Oath is made, ſhall relzaſe rhe Obligees, ſuch Obligees are 
diſcharged of their Oath, and-reduced to their firſt Liberty. 
Now I fay we (the People before ſpecified ) were three ways re- 
leaſed, either from the whole Oath, or at leaſt trom this part of 
it, which ſome expe& we ſhould own our ſelves bound to, of 
fighting for King James Il, | 

Firit, the whole Oath of Allegiance, Summer was twelve- 
month, by King and Parliament, (a Parliament at leaſt whoſe 
Authority and Legitimacy our Adverfaries will not impeach ) 
was in this Kingdom by expreſs Statute repealed; under the 
Name (if my memory fail not ) of the New Oath of Allegjaxce. 
And whereas ſome Peers (upon Reaſons which are not needful 
here to be inſerted ) ſtood againſt the Repeal of ir, and one 
excepted againſt thar ſtyle, The New Oath of Allegiance, the An- 
ſwer was returned by them who ruled, aſſigning the Reign, in 
which that Oath of Allegiance was made; a point wherein the 
ObjeQor was not at all ignorant, as I take ir, bur I am ſure 
was born ſome Apes, atleaſt, a long Age, and upwards, fince 
that Reign, and ſo never took any elder, and (I am as 
confident ) never any Newer or Later Oath of Allegiance to 
King James. Wherefore being by this Repeal releaſed from 
that Oath of Allegiance, and having never taken any other, 
ſuch 7rifþ Proteſtants as I ſpeak of, are under no Oath of Alle- 
giance to King James the Second , and that through his own 
and his Dear Roman Catholick Parliaments AQ. Which being, 
I think, the only Service they did us, we ought not, but with 
thanks, to acknowledge, and record it to Poſterity : tho what 
Service thereby they did THEIR King ( as appropriatin 
him to themſelves they uſed ro call him) we muſt leave him an 
them together at their leiſure to conſider. 

Again we 1riſh Proteſtants were not only diſarmed, as above- 
ſaid, but by iterated Proclamations interdiffed, to have any 
kind of Arms in our Houſes, tho merely for the Defence of them 


from Thieves and Robbers: and that under divers Forfeitures, 


which in each later Proclamation were ſtill made ſeverer, and in 
the 
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che end, as I remember, the Penalty was no leſs, than being 
proceeded againſt as 7raitors, How far theſe Proclamations 
were executed upon many .innocent perſons, in City, and in 
Country, by ſuch, who, coming into our Houſes to ſearch 
for Arms, could eaſily find what themſelves had hfd, I have no 
mind to ſpeak: But ceatainly King Fames's forbidding us fo 
ſtrictly, tro wear or have Arms, was on his part a Diſcharge ro 
us from the uſe of them, tho in his Defence. For what it was 
Treaſon for us to Have, how could it be Allegiance or Duty for us: 
zo Uſe? | 

Laſtly, it muſt not be omitted here, what is with the greateſt 
Aſſurance reported by Mulritudes , even of our Adverfaries, 
that upon the late Defeat at the Boyn, King James himſelf told 
his ri Commanders, then: about him: <* He ſaw their Men 
* would nor ſtand, and they had nothing to- do to think of 
© conteſting with ſuch an Army, as was againſt them ; commanded 
*roo by ſuch a Prince for their General. He therefore adviſed 
* them to ſhift for themſclves, as, he ſaid, he would do [ and in- 
© deed did ] and to make the beft Terms they could for them- 
« ſelves. The ſame in effe&, as is teſtified by many, he after- 
wards repeated at his paſſage through Dublin ; and'cis plain he 
confirmed theſe his Sentiments by his praftice. Now what was 
faid to them, we cannot but take as (implicitly at leaſt ) reach- 
ing and extending it ſelf ro all his People in Ireland, then in ſub- 
jetion to him 3 as I am ſure were we, touching whom the pre- 
ſent Conſultation proceeds: Wherefore we were then releafed: 


- amongſt others, and left to our ſelves, to make Terms; and the- 


Conqueror allowing us no other Terms but theſe, we are there- 
fore by this Releaſe (if we had not been ſo before ) ar liberty: 
to embrace and accept them. 

We have then thus done with the Oaths of Allegiance and Su- 
premacy, together with rhe Obligation of them both, as ro-King- 
James the Second. | 


Xl. IT follows we proceeed to the Oath or Declaration of Mot. 


taking up Arms againſt the King, oz.any-Perſons com-: 
if - miſſlonated. 
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miſſionated by him, extant in the A7 of Zeziformity ( Anno 
Dom. 1662.) and either taken or ſubſcribed and avowed pub- 
lickly by very many of us. Touching this, I will not fay what 
L. have heard ſome Learned in our Laws have ſaid, that this De- 
claration is not to be found in the Original record of that ſtatute 
IN TEAMINIS as in our Books, but has been corruptly and 
ſurreptitiouſly inferred ( as it ſtands ) into the Printed Copy. 
I6this be true, it was an abominable Wrong and Impoſition on 
the Subje&; and upon whom to be charged I will not ſpeak, nor 
ſo much as ſuffer my ſelf to gueſs. But certainly it would in ſuch 
caſe much take off from rhe On_ of that Oath or Decla- 
ration, that it ſhould be ſo fraudulently and illegally impoſed, 
My Anſwer then is; I conceive Meſt, T might have faid all 1rifþ 
Proteſtants have little to dowirh this Oath inthe preſent junRure. 
For either we are already in Arms, or Not. Thoſe of us who 
are already in Arms, cannot butbe preſum'd to be ſatisfied, rouch- 
ing the lawfulneſs of that War, wherein we now are engaged; 
and are not-after, Yows to make Enquiry» To me truly the ſatis- 
fation. ſeems eafie : For a Commiſhon contrary to Law ( as are all 
Commiſſions of late years granted, or in preſent being to R. 
Catholicks) is by Law no Commiſſion, and conſequently the Per- 
ſons who bear it ot commiſſonated but private men, or rather 
while they A& purſuant to ſuch Commiſſions, Publick Robbers ; 
which point juſtified all that roſe againſt Zyrconnel, or any o- 
ther R. Catholicks in this Kingdom pretending to Commiſſions 
from K. James. And if K. James would put himſelf at the 
head of ſuch a body to countenance, and abet them, I do nor 
ſee how his preſence ( even if he had been in full poſſeſſion of 
his Crown ) could give them more Authority; Since he could 
onely thereby make himſelf leſs a Legal King, not them more 
Legal Officers. . And the fame thing ( if there were no more ) 
ſtill juſtifies thoſe who now fight againſt them that a& in his 
name: Not to ſpeak that K. James has otherwiſe here *-Xing'd 
himſelf ; for certainly a King , which releaſes his Subjefts of 
their Allegiance, as we have ſhewn him to have done, -is no 
loxger their King. | 

Thoſe 


Recogmfing King William and Queen Mary. 5 


Thoſe who are not yet in Arms, it they have any ſcruple, for 
which I profeſs I ſee no reaſon, may forbear raking Arms in 
that Cauſe, wherein they are not ſatisfied. I do not fee any 
compulſory means uſed to bring them into Arms. It is zor re- 
quired of us all to fight, but all of us are to promiſe to be quier 
and to pray for our ProteQors, which certainly all may do with- 
out touching on any thing in that ( whether ). Oath or Declarati- 
on. Wherefore in ourpreſent condition theſe alſo are our of 


Doors. 


XII. Wes are in the next place to conſider the Recognition; 
which was made pcrſonally of James the Second in the late { pre- 
tended ) Parliament of Ireland. As to which parliamentary A& 
( be it what it can be) it muſt be ſaid, No 1riſh Proteſtant, even 
of thoſe few that were preſent in either Houſe, are accomptabl: 
for the very Body and Frame of ir, much leſs for every parti- 
cular Expreſſion or even Clauſe therein. Ir was ihe firſt Act 
that was paſt, and truly precipitated. It was ngt admitted to 
any due debate ( ar leaſt in the Lords houſe ) and ſome who 
in the end carneſily deſired the alteration but of one Expreſſion, 
which was apprehended to be improper Language, could nor 
ſpeed therein. Now thoſe who would not at our importunity, 
alter their ſtyle, would not for our ſakes have waved any of 
their fundamental materials, of which they were much more 
fond. What Perpetual dread and Moral Force, all the proteſt- 
ant members were under, I am very unwilling, if not- unable, 
ro ſpeak, Ic ſufficiently ſpeaks for them, that as many of theme 
as by their quality were capacitated to proteſt, did proteſt a- 
gainſt all the more Momentous Afts that paſſed, this haply be- 
ing excepted, againſt which they had no time well tothink, much 
leſs to form a Proteſt: the AC being firſt brought in to the Houſe 
of Lords, there read haſtily three times ( for Forms fake rather 
than otherwiſe) and, to the beſt of my memory, immediately 
ſent down to the Commons, and never by the Proteſtant Lords 
heard of again, till brought in for the Royal Aſſenr. Beſides 


this, having been all along kept 24 the dark, the Proteſtants _ 
pF uew 
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#,ew not on what bottom, or in what poſture, things ſtood in 
England, ( a Regency and many ſuch Expedients were whiſpered 
up and down.) Nor had they had experience, how a Royal 
Catholick would keep his renewed Promiſes with Fereticks. 
( Poſſibly they thought his own Misfortunes might have taught 
him, if not better Faith, yer more of Government.) And final- 
ly, #oxe could either with ſafety of their Liberties, or even 
Lives, have protefied. To have ſpoken againſt this AQ, had 
been to have fliruck at the Foundation of the Authority, not 
only of that ( whatſoever it wasof a ) Parliament, jealous and 
render enough be ſure of irs ewn Power, but even of the whole 
Government of the Kingdom in all its Branches, And it was 
as clear as the Sun, ſuch perfon would have been either, zp/o 
fadto, by Vote of both Houſes executed for Treaſon; or if he 
had got out of the ProteQion of either Houſe, been forthwith 
De Witted, and torn in pieces by the Multitude. 

In a word, let this Recognition be of all the force and exaQtneſs 
imaginable to oblige us, it was extorted from us Y7 et Dolo ma- 
lo. And how far then it can oblige being ſatisfied in our own con- 
ſciences, we will leave to any, who will be fo juſt as to ſuppoſe 
themſelves to have been in our caſe, and to judge of us by their 
own ſenſe of themſelyes, to paſs ſentence. We are ſure no Ca- 
ſuiſts, or Perſons learned in the Laws of God or Man, ſcarce a- 
ny man of Reaſon or Conſideration, can condemn us. 

Bur give it what it had not, the Eſevce and Form of an Oath, 
aye, and ſuppoſe it not extorted: After all the ſame Procedare, 
as: above, changing only the Term Oarh of Allegiance into thac 
of Recognition, diſſolves the Obligation of this as of the Other 
for the Arguments are equally valid againſt both. Wherefore 
neither from this Recognition does there lie any Obligation upon 
us to Fames Il. | 


XIII. Now laſtly, as to the Sacred Tye with which Fly Scrip- 
tare binds all Oaths upon the Conſciences of Chriſtian people, 
that they are not to /nhabit the Holy Hil, or may not expett to 
goto Heaven, except when hey ſweare even to therr own ee they + 

change 
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change not, were it our own Temporal, Perſonal or Private Hurt 
that were concern'd, there had been ſome colour of Reaſon for us 
to have abode both by the Oaths and by the Recognition. We 
might, and perhaps moſt of us would have ventured the Joſs of 
our Eſtates, Liberties and even Lives in a Paſſive Obedience ( as 
in deed we have done, and actually ſuſteined the loſs, for no ſmall 
time,at leaſt of two of the three ) had either we our ſelves,in our f- 
gle Perſons, been likely to have proved the ſole ſufferers, or had 
we becn to have ſuffered only in our Outward Man. In a word, 
would ſelf-Dexial and taking up our Croſs have ſolved the Diffi- 
culty, we had eſtcemed ſuch praftice our Duty: And we can ſay 
without Vanity, we did really proceed therein, many times with 
chearfulneſs, in Imitation of, as well as Obedience to, our Bleſſed 
Lord; ſuffering patiently for well doing, as far as we could judge 
patient ſuffering lawful for us. But he who commanded us to 
Deny our ſelves, and take up our Croſs, did ot command us to 
deſtroy our fellow Chriſtians and ruin our Poſterity; nor to cruc#- 
fie with the corrupt, all natural affe&tions. A man may indeed 
be conceived to have a right to diſpoſe of his Eſtate or Liberty, 
and in ſome caſes, or in ſome meaſure, of his Lite by Honorable 
venturing of it: But however lawful it may be for a man to im- 


. Poveriſh, enſlave, or caſt away himſelf, no man ſimply has righc 
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to diſpoſe of the Eſtates, Lives and Liberties of others: And thus 
ſtood affairs with us. It was not to our own or a ſingle mans 
hurt or two, that this Oath was wreſted and abuſed, bur to the 
deſtruftion of the whole body of the Engliſh Reformation, 


_. Again in the duty of ſelf-denial, *ris oxly the outward man or 


Temporal concerns that come within the verge of the precept; #0 
wiſe our ſouls and everlaſting welfare. I am not commanded to 
damn my ſoul, through fidelity to any Oath; but I am rather to 
eſteem ſuch Oath a ſnare. Now it has been above made our, 


the Loyalcy by this Oath claimed from us, - was not conſiſtent *» 


with the common means of our Salvation ; namely, not with the 
Enjoyment and Exerciſe of true Religion. But without the Pub- 
lick Exerciſe of true Religion, People cannot ordinarily and gene- 
rally attain unto Salvation. Except therefore Men can be _ 
| OS VC 
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ved bound to keep an Oath to the caſting away their own Souls, 
and the Souls of the generality of People, this Rule cannot be ur- 

ed in the preſent Caſe. Now this is fo unreaſonable a thing co 

ind men to, as none bur Madmen would cxpe&t it from. any. 
Who would hear a Man exhorting at this rate ; beconſtanc toyour 
Oath of Allegiance to your King, even to the abandoning the means 
of Salvation, and to virtual renouncing your God and Chriftian 
Faith. Break your Dutiful Vow,which you have ſome hundred cimes 
iterated at the Communion,to keep an Oath once or twice ſworn ro 
a purpoſe,and in a ſenſe, clear different to what it is now urged for. 
Perjure your ſelves to God, to be Loyal to your Perverted Sove- 
reign. Damn your Souls to preſerve a Prince in the Abuſe of his 
Power. God deliver us from fuch Arguing, and ſuch framtiek 
Miſapplication of Scripture-Rules, as leads thereto. 


XIV. I ſhoutd here conclude upon the whole, but that I have 
frequently heard ir, not without Inſolence and Scorn, demanded 
by more than a few, Where & now the Doftrine of Non reftance 
and Paſſtve Obedience e IT anſwer, where it ever was : In our B/cs 
and in our A#arts ; and I will add too, ( not wthour Defiance to 
all who. reproach us on this account ) in our Prafice alſo. 

But this being a Gird from ws ſorts of Men, ſome who upos the 
main are our Friends, and others altogether our profeſt Enemies, it 
muſt have an Anſwer diftin&tly accommodated to each. 


XV. F1KRsF, to thoſe who though upon the main our Friends, 
yet feem to rejet this Doftrine, upbraiding it of Novelty, and 
them, who taughe it, of Court-Flattery, Compliance, Cowar- 
dice, or ſome ſuch commendable Qualities, it is to be ſaid ; tho 
fome Men ander/tend not this Duty, or have poſſibly miz/ated the 
Dodrinal part of it, andothers who have no mind to pradtice it, 
will not underſtand it to be their Duty, bur perhaps ridicule ir, 
yet in due Circumſtances a Chriftian Duty t is, and muſt be ac- 
knowledged ſuch, till the Goſpels, ( or words of Chriſt Jeſus ) ill 
the Epiſtles of St. Paul avd' $7. Peter, as well as other Canonical 
Books, be torn out of our Bibles, or denied to. be the Rule of Chri- 
ftian Morals. Apd 3 muſt add, as to our Caſc in — 
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Had not the alwiſe Providence, and ſpecial Grace of our Heavenly 
Father, guided and governed the Hearts of ſome in this Kingdom 
to preach, and of many to pradtice this Duty, during theſe our 
two fad laſt years, in which ſome of our Friends fled for their 
own ſafety, others perhaps were ignorance of our Condition, or 
much unable to help us ( who (by the way ) dearly earned their 
help, in ſtaying upon the ſpot co keep Poſſeſſion) there had 
ſcarce been a Proteſtant left in one half, I had almoſt faid in three 
parts of four, of the Kingdom. | | 
Beſides, we muſt be fo freeasto tell our Friends, it is to be con- 
fidered not only what ovght, but what could be done by us. We 
were ſcattered throughout the Kingdom without a Head,and (orther- 
wiſe alas | ) diſunited amongſt our-ſelves; in moſt places, none 
of us could make ſo much as a fair Pretence ro command one 
another, and in others, People would nor obey ſuch as were fic 
or might claim ſome kind of right or color to command. We 
were obnoxious to, (what we felt) the frequent Invafions of the 
French, and the hourly [ncurſfons and Depredations of the Natives ; 
*cis uncertain which of the rwo more mercileſs : Furthermore, cut off 
from all Succors -( which good God! how long with wearied and fail- 
ing Eyes, with finking Hearts did we look and groan for! ) We 
can ſay, whatever Conſpiracy, Union or junfture of Circumſtances, 
may be conceived to make the duty of Now-refiſtance more oppor- . 
tne, ſealonable, and ſo wore obligatory at one time than another, 
did occur in our the =_ Irifþ Proteſtants Condition, who were 
under the power of the Roman Catholicks. We had nothing 
tefr us to do, but what we did; firſt, to commit our Souls 
to God, and then yield our outward man and concerns, to what 
ſhould beride us, without fruitleſs (and to us certainly deftru- 
ive) Struglings, and Exaſperations of our Enemies. We could 
thus heap Coals of Fire «pox our Perſecutors Heads ; that is per- 
haps melt their otherwiſe relentleſs Hearts, ſoften their Temper, 
or exhauſt the imperns of their Cruelty. This way too, there 
was poſſibility of eſcaping ; the other none. And this courſe ta- 
Ken, was next to the Divine ProteCtion, owr great Preſervattve, 
and in our Condition, as far as we can yet ſec, the only ove ima- 
; D 2 ginable: 
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ginable: I am ſure it was the only i#ducement or reaſonable Topic, 
which ſome of us, upon the utmoſt Conſideration, could find our 
to urge to our hard Maſters with hopes: of ſucceſs tor mercy. 
In a word, we by this Praftice made up a Temper, and mixed 
( whar our Saviour taught us in time of Perſecution to do ) Wi/- 
dom with Inzocence; and if ſome think us herein to have been im- 
prudent, and others too credulous, we crave leave ſtill modeſtly 
and peaccably to diſſent : it is a very ſmall thing to us that we are 
judged of men; Touching our Honeſty, Sinccrity, and through 
all our Sufferings, Conſtancy to God, to our common Religion 
and true Intereſt, (and I may add touching our Charity and 
upright Intentions to Mankind) we appeal to the Judgment of 
him who fearcheth and ſeerh Hearts. I will, I need ſay no more 
ro theſe our Friends. ns 


XVI. As to the other ſort, who perhaps with us acknowledge 

[ at leaſt, i» Hypothefi,] Paſſive Obedience to þe a Duty, bur ac- 
cuſe us, not only of the :negle& of it, but of Preſumptions and 
wilful caſting it off, we avow, and ſtand to our avowry, we have 
prafliſed it all along in its due latitude, and we adhere to the pra- 
Etice of it at preſent. We havebeen and are conſtant to our ſelves, 
conſtant to: our Faith and Duty. We never were, nor are we, 
of the number of thoſe, who cry up Abſolute Power, under a 
Roman Catholick King, and exclaim againſt the Exerciſe of legal 
and qualified Power under Proteſtant Princes : who therefore 
ſhew, it is not any more :rue Loyalty, than true Religion ( or Con- 
ſcience) that a&ts them, bur Intereſt and blind Obedience dictate 
to them their Opinions, and then FaQtion or Bigottry governs 
their Pra&tice; and that ſo laviſhly, as not to ſuffer them to be 
impartial, in what yet for the general they approve. As to us, 
the Holy Word of God is our Rule, and Primitive Catholick 
Saints our Patterns and Examples : And from theſe we allow nor 
our ſelves to ſwerve. Of Aﬀive Obedience, as far and as long, 
as with good Conſcience we could, we declined no part, as 
above profeſſed: When we could go no farther, or through the 
Suggeſtions of our Enemics, might not be truſted we quietly _ 
| mitted, 
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mitted, even to the enduring Oppreſlion it ſelf, in its very extre- 
mity. In both regards, thus rendering unto Czſar the things which 
are Cxſars. We could notſerve in a War for the Deſtruction of 
the Proteſtant Religion: No more did the ancient Chriſtians 
againſt their fellow Chriſtians ; and they are repured Saints for 
it to this day, even in the Roman Church : Witneſs the famous 
Caſe of St. Martin. There have been perhaps ſcarce in any 
days more illuſtrious Spectacles of Paſſuve Obedience ( The The- 
bean Legion bcing excepted ) than ſome parts of Ireland have 
ſhewn within theſe fourteen or fifteen Months lait paſt. Many 
hundreds of able, luſty, and well.-ſpirited Mcn, have rendred 
themſelves up in a body, at the cry of a Bel-Man, or ſome ſuck 
mean Summons, to a few People then in Power, whoſe Per- 
ſons they would have fcorned, had they not worn the moſt 
plauſible Charafter or Pretence (there was at that time in 
that part of the Kingdom ) of legal and ordinary Authority. 
We can ſay, it was only through want of Commiſſion, that is, 
through mere Conſcience of want of due Authority on onr ſides 
(which we now own our ſelves to have) that we ſuffered 
our ſelves ( while we were ſenſible of our real Strength ) to 
be driven in flocks to remote Priſons, (we knew not but) as. 
Sheep to the ſlaughter ; for not a few periſhed by or in Priſon. 
Mean while ſome poor Proteſtant Women, with their Sucking 
Children .in their Arms, and at their Breaſts, have been knockt 
down, with the Butt ends of Muskets, for giving their hungry 
Husbands a bit of Bread in their Hands, as they paſſed by 
driven to Priſon. And I my ſelf, when complaining of this, 
have been told, This «ſage was too good for us, &c. Theſe In- 
ſtances and Viciſlitudes of Impriſonment and Oppreſſion, we 7ri/ 
Proteſtants have ſuffer:d oftener than my Memory now or ' per- 
haps knowledge from rhe firſt ſerves to report. And theſe 
are ample Demonſtrations of our due regard to the Chriſtian 
Laws in this behalf. 


XVIE. 
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' XVII. But fome of theſe Gentlemen, whom we are now 
anſwering, may poſlibly further urge. However the quiet part 
of the Proteſtants in /reland may not formerly have had ſo great 
a ſhare in Rebellion , as their Brethren in England, yet muſt they 
acknowledge thoſe their Brethren to have in the preſent Revo- 
lution «tterly caſt off the aforeſaid Doftrine and Praftice: and 
themſelves now joyning with them, muſt needs become, if not 
- equal, yer Partiſans in their Guilt, and conſequently be Rebels 
and Apeſtates from their own avowed Principles. 


In Anſwer hereto, theſe great Patriots of Chriſtianity in Diſpute, 
but Exemies and Oppreſſors of it in Praftice, muſt ſuffer us to rell 
them, ( for it is- no great preſumption to ſuſpe&t moſt of them, 
either through Infirmity , Wilfulneſs or Devotednefs co a Party, 
ignorant) that Paſſive Obedience or Novu- Reſiſtance, as well as o- 
ther Chriſtian Duties, has its Bounds, and Seaſons of Pradtice ; 
and tho it be an undoubted Duty, obligatory to private perſons, 
and perhaps to ſome ſmall ſubordinate Societies of Men, yet does 
ir not either concern all ſorts of Men, or all Bodies of People; 
much leſs whole Nations. Ir is not the Buſineſs of this Paper, to 
aſcertain all its Meaſures. But in ſhort: Who can imagine no re- 
fiſting Evil, turning the other Cheek , giving the Cloak alſo, are 
Duties to be Preached ro, or required of a Parliament £ Can 
any be fo abſurd, as to put no diffetence berwixt the private 
Rules of holy Living, iaha publick Laws of Civil Government ; 
betwixt means intended to bring penitent Men to Heaven, and 
| thoſe deſigned to curb or reſtrain? obſtinate wilful Sons of Vio- 
| * lence, that they deſtroy not the innocent and one another? For 
the attaining of one end, the great Meaſure to be obſerved, is 
Self-denial, and abundance ot Chariry 3 for the other, ſtri&t 
Juſtice, and infiſting upon particular Rights. On the one hand, 
in fit Circumſtances, Non-Reſiſtance takes place as neceſſary ; on 
the other, Reſiſtance, where other Means will not do, is no leſs 
neceſſary and lawful: So that what we ought, ordinarily, to 
reach a private handful of People to fave their Souls, we muſt nor 
ditate to the three Eſtates, to the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 

| | together 
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rogether with the whole Commons aſſembled in Parliament (a 
Body of near eight hundred Perſons, all of higheſt Quality, in 
their reſpe&tive Ranksand Orders, in the Kingdom) as a Standard, 
by which they are to regulate the State. What Seyſe would it 
be ro exhort them in Authority ( and great is the Authority of 
the three Eſtates; when the King leaves the Nation, the greateſt 
certainly in the Nation) what Senſe would it be, I fay, to 
preach to them in Authority, or to the higher Powers, to be ſub- 
jet to, and wot refit themſelves 2 Bur it is Senſe, and the Duty of 
the Clergy to diſſuade their People from Revenge, from multiplying: 
Suits at Law, from Sedition, Tumults and rebellious Projefts; and 
for this purpoſe to lay before them the Commands of the Goſpel, 
which require of tham Peaccableneſs, Meckneſs, and rather to 
ſuffer Wrong, Damage, nay, even Oppreſlion it ſelf inſome mea- 
fure, than involve all in War and Blood, which is a far greater 
Oppreſſion : And this is all the Non-Reſiſtance we preach or 
hold. But whereas we are now involved in War, whoſe Faulr 
isit? Theirs ſure who begun it, who firſt raiſed, and then main- 
tained an Army contrary to Law, @&©c. In a word, and to 
ſpeak roundly, The King of England is King of three Kingdoms ; 
by Law Proteſtants, not Slaves. It is iz»peſible for three King- 
doms to have all their Eyes put out. They muſt therefore ſee 
themſelves ruining, before ruined. And it is as unreaſonable, as 
impoſſible, to perſuadeſthree Kingdoms to give all their Throats to 
be cut. No Law of God, or Man, can bethought to oblige thenx 
hereto. For any therefore to think, that as the three Kingdoms 
ſee, ſo they ſhould not withſtand their own Ruin, os which is much 
the ſame, rhat the Duty of Non-Refiſtance ſhould rake place in 
fuch a Caſe as this, is for him to forfeit all Senſe and Reafon, or 
ro .become really mad , that he may ſeem to be Religious. 
Wherefore wheh things have their true Names, either Zng/iſo or 
Triſh Proteſtants taking Protetion under a Proteſtant Prince,. 
whoſe juſt Aſſertion of his own Rights neceſſarily involved alfo- 
their Defence (and this at a time when their own King had caſt 
them off from Proteftion ) muſt be acknowledged no Rebellion: E 
avow them who thus fly for, ſeek, or accept, ProteCtion to be as - 
Paſſive as any where the Goſpel requires.them. XVIE.. 
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XVIII. Bur it will be faid, in reſpe& of the /zvaders, there 
.mult at 'leaſt be acknowledged an Offez/ive War. Be it fo, yet 
was it a moſt juſt one. For the Prince of Orange was no Sub- 
Jef, and therefore could not be a Rebel; and the Cauſes which 
he had to enter England, when he_did, and in the manner in 
which he did, with armed Force, were both more in number, 
and for Weight and Juſtice far greater, than it can be expeQted 
ſhould be repreſented in this Paper. Nor was his Advancement 
co the Throne leſs juſt and equitable. I do not find that they, 
who have impartially conſidered all, can aſſign any thing that 
could be done, more reaſonable, and as far as Man can ſee, more 
wholeſome to the Intereſt * of Religion and Peace , whether in the 
three Kingdoms, or even in Chriſtendom it ſelf. But theſe things 
have been undoubtedly deduced by abler Hands; nor is it need- 
ful to our preſent purpoſe. any more than to point at them. We 
kere have had a long and very dark night, and have been often 
abuſed with falſe Lights; ſo that perhaps we know not yer the 
erue State of many Tranfaftions, nor are capable therefore to 
diſcourſe of them, as were requiſite. Some perſons poſlibiy there 
are, .all whoſe Condutt I cannot excuſe : but the Swearing Faith to, 
-or Praying tor, King William or Queen Mary, does no wiſe in- 
wolve any in a neceſſity of ſuch Mens Vindication. 


XIX, THE Concluſion then fof all ſhall be; Out of zhe 
Power of a King, which would not be perſwaded to preſerve him- 
lf, and neither could nor would prote&t his Proteſtant Subjects ; 
-Outof the Hands of mercileſs and barbarous Fellow-Subjefts, who 
were bent to have deſtroyed both themſelves and their Country, 
and all in it with themſelves; and finally from the Laſhes of the 
Scourge of Chriſtendow, God has brought us poor oppreſſed Prote- 
ſtants under a Proteſtant Prince. The Caſe now in ſhort is, \Whe- 
ther we will accep? Protefion or no? - The Conditions indeed ( fay 
our Adverſaries) are very hard: Yes, they arc nolefs than what 
God has made our Duty, if not our Neceſſity, to Swear to bear _ 
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and true Allegiance to, and to Pray for our Deliverers, and their 
Conquerors, in that Qualicy wherein we find them, and wherein 
they have Delivered us, and Conquered them. That is co pro- 
miſe ſacredly to Man ſuch Subjection, and to make to God ſuch 
Prayers, which in our preſent Condition, even without ſuch Pro- 
miſe; it were fin not todo. In the whole Revolution God has nor 
vouchſafed to us ſuch 7ri/h Proteſtants ( who are mainly concerned 
in this Paper) any aCtive part in advancing theſe Princes to their 
Power: He has thought fir to aſſign us ſtill only a: Paſſve Loz. 
We muſt acknowledge it is not, it has not been our Buſineſs to 
ſer up Powers: but yer we muſt own it is our Duty to obey 
them. And no leſs (certainly) to be thankful co God and 
them, if we may be proteted by them. The Scripture is ex- 
preſs, Let every Soul be ſubjet to the. higher powers. Such cer- 
rainly the Conquerors are. And, 7 exhort, that firſt of all Suppli- 
cations,Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made for all 
Men, for Kings, and all that are put in Authority ; [_ even for the 
perſon of a Nero therefore at that time:] and it for the froward, 
much more for the good and gentle. 


Let us chearfully then comply in both points, and /ay down 
not our Conquered Arms (for Arms we Proteſtants have not been 
now a long time ſuffered to wear,) but our captivated Hearts, at 
the Feet of King WILLIAM and Queen MARY, whom 
God long preſerve. 


. AND, O thou who haſt hitherto delivered ws from our Enemies, 
Deliver #s now from our ſelves, Let there be no Shimei or Sheba 
nr our Iſrael : But bow thou the Hearts of all the Tribes as one 
Man, that they may eftabliſh the Kingdom in their Majeſties, 
whom thy Hand and out ſtretched Arm has now ſet over uw. Do 
thou, O King of Kings, defend theſe the true Defenders of the 
Faith, and make their Arms by Land and Sea Viftoriows, for the 
Reformation ( if it might be thy Will ) at leaſt for the Pacification 
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' our Enemies, may ſerve thee without fear, in Holineſs and Rigbte 
ouſneſs before thee all the Days of our Life; and theſe Kingdoms 
way flouriſh, in Truth and Sanity, in Peace amd Plenty, to the 
Glory of thy Name, and of the Bleſſed Memory of our Deliverers 
to all Pofterity; Amen. TE te TE: 


